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CHIEF KING: Today's date is December 
3rd, 2001. The time is 1340 hours, and this 
is Battalion Chief Stephen King, Safety 
Battalion, the Fire Department, City of New 
York. 

I'm conducting an interview with -- 

CHIEF LAKIOTES: Chief Art Lakiotes of 
the Safety Command. 

CHIEF KING: This interview is taking 
place in the Safety Command office on the 
seventh floor of Nine Metrotech. There is 
nobody else present in the office during 
this interview, and we're speaking in 
regards to the events of September 11th, 
2001. 

Q. Art, you can begin. 

A. Okay, Steve. I responded from home. 
Let me get the time line again to orient myself 
to when I got there. It was before the tower 
collapsed. The tower collapsed 9:55. I must 
have been there maybe -- oh, I guess 20 minutes, 
maybe half hour prior to the collapse. I got 
there about I guess 9:25. 


I went through the Battery Tunnel. I 
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parked my car on the Manhattan side of the 
Battery Tunnel. I put my bunker gear on, walked 
up to West and Liberty. At West and Liberty I 
ran into a command post with Chief Jerry Barbara 
and Commissioner Steve Gregory. 

I spoke with Jerry for a few minutes, 
looked at the situation. It was kind of weird, 
surreal, almost. Jerry informed me that it was 
going to be a staging area for Brooklyn companies 
coming in from the Battery Tunnel from Brooklyn. 

He said to me stay here, take command 
of the staging area. He was going to go to the 
command post in tower two, in the lobby of tower 
two. He suggested I keep his aide with me until 
the 32 Battalion had come on the scene and then 
to send his aide with them. Jerry then left to 
go to tower two. 

During the interim a few units came in. 
We kept them in the staging area, made sure that 
West Street was open to the Battery for 
ambulances. Steve -- Commissioner Gregory was 
taking information from I guess communications 
about the companies that were coming into this 


staging area. 
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32 Battalion showed up approximately I 
would think ten minutes before the collapse. I 
let them Know what we had as far as the staging 
area situation. It was obvious that it was a 
very volatile situation with the towers burning 
and unfortunately people jumping out of tower 
one. 

After briefing them I guess for about 
ten minutes or so, I turned to Jerry's aide, 
whose name escapes me right now, that he would 
tell Jerry that companies were coming into the 
staging area and to be in contact with us via 
handy talky for any resources he might need. 

Before I could finish that sentence, we 
heard just a loud noise and looked up and tower 
two was starting to collapse. With that 
everybody just started running. I ran down West 
Street, made a right on Albany before it caught 
up to me. It knocked me down, blew me over. 
Obviously it was a pretty scary situation. 

The smoke clears, we regroup and go 
back. I ran into Dennis Oberg from 114 who had 
come on the scene prior to the collapse. He 


started running roll calls on the units we 
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thought we had in the area. It was pretty 
chaotic. 

I noticed one or two of the fire trucks 
and some of the ambulances were on fire. We 
thought about possibly putting them out. I don't 
remember the time frame except for this time line 
when tower one came down, and that was 
approximately a half hour later. 

Most of that half hour was taken up 
running roll calls, orienting ourselves to what 
had happened. Probably it was a good 15, 20 
minutes before the smoke cleared or the dust 
cleared where we actually could start operating 
again to some degree of efficiency. 

Tower one now comes down. Same thing 
but this time some of us take off straight down 
West Street, because we realized later on, 
subconsciously we wanted to be near buildings. 

We all thought it was secondary explosives or 
more planes or whatever. 

I went down West Street again. The 
blast caught us and I guess halfway down going 
through the Battery. Same thing: heavy dust, 


smoke, whatever. It took about 15-20 minutes, I 
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would guess, to have everything clear. 

Again, regroup, go back. Almost all 
the rigs were on fire, the ones that were close 
to Liberty. I sat up stress lines and started 
trying to make rescues and run roll calls and do 
everything else for the rest of the day, really. 
That's about it. 

Q. When you went back there, who were you 
with when you went back and regrouped the second 
time? 

A. It's tough. It's tough. Without being 
out in the field for a while as far as knowing -- 
I think it was a chief and the name escapes me 
right now from Staten Island was there with me. 
The chief from 32 I know got banged up. I had 
seen him I don't know if it was before the 
collapse of tower one or after the collapse of 
tower one. He was banged up. He was going to go 
to the hospital. 

I think almost everybody I saw in our 
area prior to the two collapses made it out okay, 
except certain people like Jerry who went into 
tower two or headed over in that direction. 


It was just a matter of trying to get 
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yourself together the whole day and try to assess 
the damage to our units. I don't Know how much 
more I can Say. 
Q. That's fine. 
CHIEF KING: The time is now 1349 


hours, and the interview is completed. 
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